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should take him prisoner! Although he was in
those days such an enemy of their country, Russians
and especially Siberians, now have the greatest
respect for the memory of Cff Le Petit Caporal."
It may indeed be called adoration, for there is a
sect at present existing in Siberia, which actually
worships the spirit of the Great Emperor. They
are called " Napoleonists," and look upon the Czar
and Greek Church with contempt, worshipping only
the bust of their divinity, which is done with closed
doors, and in strict secrecy. The supporters of this
strange doctrine maintain that the Emperor still
lives, that he escaped from St. Helena after his
death, and crossed the seas in spirit to the shores
of Lake Baikal, where he resumed his mortality,
and now lives in the flesh. In time Napoleon will
again raise r a huge army, put the Czar and his
Government to flight, and himself reign over Russia;
after which the world is to be subjected to the
Muscovite yoke !

The time at Irkoutsk hung so heavily on our hands
after the first three days, that we resolved to cut
down the fortnight's rest we had originally intended,
taking to one of a week. There was literally nothing
of interest to see or clo after the first twenty-four
hours, and we had no incentive to prolong our stay.
One fine morning, however, an apparition made its
appearance on the balcony, where we were wont to
smoke our morning cigar, that of a young and
extremely pretty woman, distinctly not an Irkout-
skian, but who looked, with her neat figure and
tailor-made gown, as if she had just walked out of
Bond Street. The meeting with a countrywoman,